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Flax and hemp



� Flax area, production and stocks

� Flax trade

� Flax price development

� Linen yarn and textiles

� Hemp area and production
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Top 10 world flax
producers (2007)
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Main fibre flax prod. 
(world, 2007)
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EU27 flax area (ha)
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EU15 flax area per 
Member State
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EU12 flax area per 
Member State

CZ

LV

LT

PL

0

1.000

2.000

3.000

4.000

5.000

6.000

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

h
ec

ta
re

s

Source: Member States



8

EU27 production 
of long flax fibres
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Stocks of long flax
fibres (FR, BE, NL) 

2008-09 
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Total EU27 flax
exports
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EU27 flax export 
destinations 2008

      China
76%

Others
3%
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1%

      Brazil
1%

      India
5%

      Egypt
1%

      Taiwan
1%

      Tunisia
2%

      Hong Kong
2%

      Japan
4%

      USA
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EU27 Top 3 flax
export destinations
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EU27 flax fibre exports 
per month: 2006 - 2008
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Chinese flax and 
cotton imports
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Long flax
fibre prices
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EU Long flax fibre 
prices (2004-2008)
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S
hort flax

fibres prices
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Global fibre prices
2007-2008

1,00

1,20

1,40

1,60

1,80

2,00

2,20

2,40

2,60

2,80

3,00
20

07 F M A M J J A S O N D
20

08 F M A M J J A S O N D

$/
kg

 li
n,

 c
ot

on
, 
po

ly
es

te
r,

 p
ol

yp
ro

py
lè

ne

4,00

5,00

6,00

7,00

8,00

9,00

10,00

$/
kg

 la
in

e

Lin

Polyester

Polypropylène

Laine

Coton

Source: C.I.P.A.LIN

P
ric

es
in

 $
/ k

g



� Flax area, production and stocks

� Flax trade

� Flax price development

� Linen yarn and textiles

� Hemp area and production



22

World flax and linen
sector 2007
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Linen yarn: EU 
import and export
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Linen fabric use
2006 & 2007 (tonnes)

Source: CELC
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World linen 
consumption 2007
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EU hemp area and 
fibre production
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EU27 hemp area
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